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dom of Great Britain and Ireland, the Emperor of Austria,
King of Hungary and Bohemia, the King of Prussia, and the
Emperor of all the Russias, engage to respect this determination
of the Sultan, and to conform to the above-mentioned prin-
ciple."4
The significance of the Treaty of London is that it
translates into European public law a principle which had
previously been recognized only in the dealings of individ-
ual Powers with Turkey. The "ancient rule of the Otto-
man Empire" was formulated by the Sultan for his dealings
with the various States. Now "four of the leading Powers
jointly recognized in a formal international instrument the
applicability of the rule of closing the Bosphorus and the
Dardanelles to warships of all States, whilst the Sultan,
engaging to observe this rule in general, formally surren-
dered his former right of opening the Straits at discretion." 5
The next year France joined in a general treaty along
these lines, recognizing the obligation of the Sultan to close
the Straits to foreign ships of war in time of peace. The
Convention was accepted by other Powers later, and be-
came a general rule of European international law.6
The text of this Convention, to which discussion natu-
rally reverts, is very brief and clear, consisting of the fol-
4 Hertslet, Map of Europe, Vol. II, p. 1008. French text in British and
Foreign State Papers, Vol. 28, p. 342, and Noradounghian, op. cit., Vol. II,
p. 303ff. Parliamentary Papers, Vol. 83 (1878), No. 43, p. 20.
5 Phillipson and Buxton, op. cit., p. 77. By a further protocol the Porte
"reserves to itself as heretofore to deliver Passes to light vessels under
flag of War which may be employed according to custom for the
service of the correspondence of the legations of friendly Powers."
Hertslet, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 1021. This was incorporated in the Conven-
tion of 1841.
6 Ibid., p. 79. The detailed story of the diplomacy of 1840-41 is given
in Mischef, op. cit., Chapter V, and in Goriainow, op. cit., Chapter X.
A good summary is given by Dascovici, op. cit., p. 1841!.